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Letters 


Enjoyed the latest copy of the Journal... a very interesting article 
‘about Tigranes I ("The Coinage of Tigranes I," by George Macdonald)... 
well written, clear... and even though I do not have copies of the 
references, it was clear... particularly liked the references to 

the dated coins (a subject I am somewhat knowledgeable in). 


North Andover, Mass. Thomas P. Rockwell 


-eeHave just received a copy of Bedoukian's book which is very good 
and much needed. I should feel prceud to have two major books pub- 
lished by such institutions as the ANS and the RNS. 

I was glad to see the reprinted article by MacDonald, a much 
quoted work which is not accessable easily to most people. Now 
Bedoukian's work will supercede it.... 

Glendele, Calif. Nick Jamgochian 


-»» did not get down to Los Angeles last weekend. However, I 
shall be there this weekend for the UCLA Armenian poetry symposium 
and leave after for France with of course the Sibilian volume under 
my arm to finish off... 

Fresno, Calif. Dickran Kouymjian 


Uuwiguéd GU 2up 7 pu. twwhp Ge wonutulgni buts Yanotn: Gnlune wihu- 
Tip’ unwe guitare 5 fwunn £2), fife ele ne the Eee th : 
2bp Yipfhu dpwpp Yp ywpnctultp vhwyt Sumnp b @pe I-n..., Cuybpuly- 
fone Guuntughpp: “PE Phe 2-p nnknewd & unwudht, unugwéd gov aw 
wifuz 62. 3. 4 Swann G, Phe 2-p unwgwy wyu whine han 19-G-hpu: 


Supby, Upeppw ep G Uunyujur tut 


The Armenian Numismatic Journal welcomes communications from the 
members. Its pages are open to different views, opinions, 
articles, etc., provided they are of interest to Armenian numismatics. 


ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Armenian 
Numismatic Society, an educational, non-profit organization. Editor, 
Y¥. T. Nercessian, 8511 Beverly Park Place, Pico Rivera, Calif. 90660, 
USA. Associate editors, Ch. R. Nazarian, W. Gewenian. Corresponding 

Editors, H. V. Sarkissian (Yerevan), G. N. Shirinian (Toronto). Non- 
member subscription $6.00 per year. Single copies $2.00. Back issues 
available. 
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. Bryce, "The Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 


1915-1916", Joseph Causton and Sons, 1916, London, 684 £9; 
H. Morgenthau, "Ambassador Morgenthau's Story", Doubleday, 


Page & Company, 1919, Garden City, N.¥., 407 
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Boyajian, "Armenia, the Case for a Forgotten Genocide”, 
Educational Book Crafters, 1972, Westwood, N.d., 498 £9: 

9. G. Asratian and Mazalev, "Yerevan and its Environs", Aurora 
Art Publishers, 1973, Leningrad, 12 pp. text, 136 pl., kp 8: 
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G. P. vVepububwt 
ARMENIA - LOS ANGELES MEDALLIONS 
(Summary } 


At the Armenian pavillion of the Soviet National exhibition, held 
in Los Angeles, California, Nov. 11-29, 1977, seven bronze medal-~ 
lions (62 mm diameter, 4 mm thick) were exhibited. They were a 
series of seven medallions representing ancient and modern Arme- 
nian are; six of them were issued to commemorate the historic event. 
The medallions depicted: 1. The pagan temple of Garni, built 
by the Armenian King Tiridates I, 66-75 A.D.; 2. The Cathedral of 
Holy Etchmiadzin, founded by St. Sregory the Illuminator, 4th 
Century; 3. The church of Zvartnots, erected by Catholicos Nerses 
the Builder, 641-661; 4. The Armenian Memorial Monument of Yerevan, 
erected for the Armenian victims of 1915; 5. David of Sassoun, 
monument dedicated to the hero of the Armenian folk Epic, created by* 
Sculptor Yervand Kotchar; 6. The city hal] of Yerevan, designed 
by architect A. Tamanian; 7. And, lastly, the building of the Re- 
search Institute of Mechanical Engineering of Yerevan, Armenia. 8. 
The reverse of six of the commemorative medallions contain the 
inscription, "Armenia - Los Angeles, 1977". 


Pico Rivera, California Y. T. Nercessian 
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BOOK REVIEW 


BEDOUKIAN, Paul Z. 
81 pp., 8 pls., 1 map, cloth. 


The author is well known for 
his scholarly numismatic re- 
search into Armenian coinages. 
To his untiring pen we owe a 
long series of articles (over 
fifty) scattered throughout the 
pages of "American Numismatic 
Society “luseum Notes", "The Nu- 
mismatic Chronick", Handes Am- 
sorya", "Bazmavep", "Armenian 
Numismatic Journal", "Revue des 
Etudes Arméniennes", etc. in 
English and Armenian. He has 
authored numerous books in the 
field of Armenian numismatics: 
"Coinage of Cilician Armenia" 
(the stendard reference manual), 
American Numismatic Society, N. 
Y., 1962; the same book in Ar- 
menian, Mekhitarist press, Vien 
na, 1963; "Coinage of the Ar- 
taxiad Dynasty of Armenia", in 
Armenian (the predecessor of 
the latest volume), Mekhitarist 
press, Vienna, 1969; "Roman 
Coins and Medallions relating 
to Armenia", in Armenian, Me- 
khitarist press, Vienna, 1971; 
Medieval Armenian Coins", Revue 
des Etudes Arméniennes,, Paris, 
1971. 

",,. Myst schdlars have paid 
little attention to the coinage 
_of the Artaxiads as primary 
historical source material. This 
can be readily understood, of 
course, since until quite re- 
cently very little material was 
available for the purposes of 
historical research. The present 
volume represents an attempt to 
fill this vacuum," states Be- 
doukian in the preface of his 
book. The numismatics of the 
coinage of Artaxiads, until re- 
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Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia, 


Numismatic Society, Special Publication No. L 


Royal 


10, London, 1978, 


cently, remained a virgin and 
unexplored field. As a result 
of interest in Armenian numis- 
matics (a good part of the 
credit for this renaissance in 
Armenian numismatics goes to 
Dr. Bedoukian) in the past few 
decades, a large number of new 
types of Artaxiad coins has 
come to light, thereby enabling 
the author to prepare a corpus 
of the coinage of this dynasty. 

The author, in this book; re- 
wiews the relevent history of 
this period, examines all the 
numismatic literature related 
to ancient Armenian coins and 
devotes almost forty pages of 
detailed analysis and discussion 
on the coinage of each ruler 
according to the mint (Artaxata, 
Tigranocerta, Antioch, Damascus), 
type, metrology, etc. In his 
greatness, Bedoukian, also has 
the humility to admit his lack 
of knowledge when this is the 
case. In the area of monograms 
or mint marks which have mysti- 
fied the historians and the 
numismatists for over two thow 
sand years, the author admits 
that he has difficulty in pre- 
senting a satisfactory expla- 
nation of the significance of 
most of the monograms. 

In the thirty-two page cata- 
logue he describes 171 types 
of coins with their variants. 
For each type of coin the Greek 
legend, monograms, mint marks 
or field marks, metrology, and 
present location (museum or 
private collection) are given. 
The coin types presentajare at- 
tributed to the following rulers: 
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Zariadres, 189 B.C., 1 copper 

Artaxias I, 189-163 B.C., 1 
copper 

Tigranes I, 123-96 B.C., 4 
coppers 

Tigranes II, 95-56 B.C., 44 
silver and four- 
reetetradrachms, 
43 silver drachms, 
38 coppers 

Artavasdes II, 56-34 E.C., 1 
tetradrachm, 2 
drachms, 4 cop- 


pers 

Artaxias II, 30-20 5.C., 1 
copper 

Tigranes III, 20-8 B.C., 1 
drachm, 10 coppers 

Tigranes IV, 8-5 B.C., 12 
coppers 


Artavasdes III, 5-2 B.C., 1 
copper 

Tigranes IV and Erato, 2 B.C. 
- 1 A.D., 2 cop- 


pers 
Artavasdes IV and Augustus, 
A.D. 4-6, 1 sil- 
ver denarius and 
1 bronze 
Tigranes V, Ca. A.L. 6, 3 
coppers — 
Artaxias, A.D. 18-34, 1 Ro- 
manized silver 
denarius 
For some monarchs, like 4r- 
tavasdes II where we have lim- 
ited types of coins, Bedoukian 
states, "... It is really 


strange that so few coins in 
silver and copper have been 
found belonging to this king, 
who ruled for twenty-two years. 
Moreover, there are two or 
three types of coins, where as 
one would have expected to 

find a variety of coinage in 
keeping with the tradition of 
Tigranes!” Bedoukian believes 
that in the not too distant 
future archeological research 
in historical Armenia, which is 
today a restricted area and 
unpopulated by the Armenians, 
will clarify many of the cloudy 
issues and complete the missing 
links of these series of coin- 
age. 

The book is indexed and the 
coins are very well illustrated 
in eight plates, furthermore it 
includes two page table of 
legends on “rtaxiad coins. The 
publication is of good quality, 
according to Western standards. 
Dr. Paul 42. Bedoukian must be 
congratulated for creating a 
monograph of this quality. This 
book will mark a major milestone 
in ancient Armenian numismatics 
and will be hailed by the 
scholar and collector as the 
standard and field manual for 
the coinage of Armenian Arta- 
xiads. 


Y. T. Nercessian 


The above title is reviewed by the following: 


NERCESSIAN, Y. T. 


"Armenian Observer", Vol. IX, No. 11; Wed. 


Feb. 21, 1979, p. 3; "Asbarez", Vol. 71, Wed. Feb. 21, 1979, 
published in Weekly English Language Edition, p. 5; “Armenian 


Reporter", Vol. 


XII, No. 17, Thusday, Feb. 15, 1979, p. 4. 


Also, he has sutmitted the same information to the "Coin World", 


Feb. 14, 1979, po. 63. 


The above volume is the only comprehensive book devoted to the 
coinage of the Artaxiads. It is an indispensable volume for all 
libraries of the ancient period of Armenia, 190 £.C. to A.D. 3h. 
This book is destined to become the standard cited reference work 


for ancient Armenian coins. 
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TRANSLITERATION KEY FOR ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC LITERATURE 


The transliteration system is based on classical and Eastern Arme- 
nian. The proper name and established term transliteration varies 

slightly from this approach: names like Dashian (Swz6ww) not Ta- 

shian, Sibilian Uphwpjowu ) not Sipilian, Tram (‘%puv) not Dram. 
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1 on Gh gh(3) Ge &e. or & Ew ew in Classical 

: ; Gk ak orthography 
ty Gy or &u Ev ev in Reformed 

VY od M om orthography 

8 sy Y y or H_ h(h) Meo om Uiou 


1. Armenian words ending in -bwu (in Classical orthography) or ~yw 
(in Reformed orthography) are romanized -ian. 

2. This transliteration is used only when the letter is in initial 

. position of a name and followed by a vowel, in Classical orthography. 

3. The acute accent is placed between the two letters representing 
two different sounds when the combination might otherwise be read a 
diagraph (e. g. ‘tquntuf D’znuni). 

4. This transliteration is used when the letter is in initial position 
of a word or of a stem in a compund, in Classical orthography. 
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MUSHEGYAN, H. Private Coin Collection Donated to Museum of Armenian 
History, "World Coin News", Iola, Wisconsin, U.S.A., Vol. V, No. 
Ee (Gets 175 1978), py Bx 


See the abstract below. 


MUSHEGHYAN, H. Ancient Coins in the State Museum of Armenian History, 


"The Armenian Observer", Vol. Vill, No. 48 (Nov. , EO76), De ce 


See the abstract below. 


MOUSHEGHIAN, Kh. A. Hayastan; Dremneru Hawak'atsoy - 4wyjwumuwt. 
npwlubpne Swiwpwény /Armenia; collection of coins/, "‘Asbarez", 
Los Angeles, Vol. 71 (No. 5740), Monday, Oct. 9, 1978, p. 2. 


In Armenian. 


The State Historical Museum of Armenia has received 500 pieces of 
gold, silver, and bronze coins which had been formed during a sixty- 
year period. This collection of Artashes Sanoyan includes scarce 
epecimens. The earliest belonging to Syracuse city, B.C. IV centu- 
ry. Noteworthy is the rare silver coin of Artavasdes IV and Augustus. 
There is another drachm attributed to Parthian King Orodes. YTN 


MOUSHEGHTAN, Kh. A. Dramagitut'yun - Ipwlwqhunt—fyntu /Numismatics/, 
"Haykakan Sovetakan Hanragitaran" Vol. 3, Academy of Sciences of 
Armenian SSR, Yerevan, Armenia, USSR, 1977, pp. 450-453, pl, XV. In Arm, 


The author explains that numismatics is an auxiliary history science 
and it studies the coin issues, the history of monetary ciculation, 
the metallic coins, monetary coin hoards, souvenir and commemorative 
medallions, etc. Also, successively the following are explained: 
mImonetary series, the forms of historically established organized 
monetary circulation; monetary reforms, the restoration of monetary 
circulation sphere, executed by governments to strengthen the mone- 
tary series; currency, not having individual value, represents in 
circulation a certain quantity of gold or silver; monetary circu- 
lation, constant movement of cash money during trade, service, 
payment, etc. YTN 


MOUSHEGHTIAN, Kh. A. Hayastanum ev Aghvank'um 8-Srd Darerum 
Taratsvats Dramneri Masin - ¢wyuumuwunid Gd nyuupnily G-I-nn 


wpbpned nwpwdnewd gnwtvonh dwufy /Concerning the coins circu- . 
Tated in Armenia and  dasrarenn ers aa Abe nda/ "Haykakan SSH-um 
1975-1976 tt. Dashtayin Hnagitakan Ashkhadank'nerin Nvirvats 


Zekuts'umneri T'ezisner'! Academy of Sctences of Armenian SSR, 
Yerevan, Armenia, U.S.S.R., 1977, pp. 31-32. In Armenian. 


Based on recently discovered numismatic evidence, the authoris 
proving that the earliest Arab coins issued in Armenia and Trans- 
caucasian Albania belong to the late VII and early VIII centuries. 
The peoples speaking many different languages, from the source of 
Euphrates river to the shores of the Caspian Sea, were the subjects 
of Umayyads and Abbasids, in Arminiyyah province, where the 

coins were struck according to the principles of Arab metrology, 
especially along the lines of silver and copper coins. The massive 
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issuance of Arab coins starts appearing during the reign of the 
first Abbasid Caliphs. The coins are issued in Dvin, Bardaa, al- 
Yazididia, Harunabad, Madan Bajunais and other cities. Dvin and 
Bardaa were particularly active mints. The circulation of copper 
coins issued locally in Armenia and Transcaucasian Albania re- 
flect the commercial and monetary relationships between them. 
The Abbasid silver coins issued in mercantile cities of qtraq, 
Syria, and Iran have circulated in the markets of Armenia at the 
end of VIIT and particularly during IX centuries due to 
international trade. Author 


MOUCHEGHIAN, Khatchatour. Les effigies des rois armeniens de 
l'époque hellénistigque, Academy of Sciences of Armenian SSR, 


Institute of Arts, II International Symposium on Armenian Art, 
Yerevan, Armenia, U.S.S.R., 1978, 10 pp. In French. 


The portraits of Armenian kings of the Hellenistic era are dis- 
cussed in the paper. The portraits of ancient Armenian monarchs | 

are preserved only on their coins. The coin of Arsames, Xerxes and 
Abdissares are struck in Arsamosata, Sophene. The coins of Tigranes 
the Great are struck in Artaxata, Tigranocerta, Antioch, and Da- 
mascus. During the forty-year reign of Tigranes the Great divers 
portraits of his effigy are engraved. Generally he looks young, 
shaved, with a prominent nose, and seriously thoughtful. Moushegian 
thinks this realistic expression on the coin was due to the Roman 
influence, which was developed during the late Roman Republican 

and early Imperial period, During the reign of Artavasdes II the style 
of engraving made a departure toward traditional idealized portraits. 
Their successors used the traditional Armenian tiara on their coins. 
During the reign of Tigranes III we see his complete effigy on the 
coin. The coins of the last rulers of Artaxiad Dynasty of Armenia 
do not display the traditional Armenian tiara and indicate that ~ 
they were totally under the Roman influence. YTN 


RULAU, Russ. Paper Money of Armenia's Brief Glimpse of Freedom 


Tyranny, "World Coin News", Iola, Wisconsin, U.S.A., Vol. V, 
No. 13 (March 28, 1978), pp. 8-9, 12, 18, ilius. 


The modern history of Armenia is presented associated with the 

history of the Caucasus and the struggles of th Ottoman, Persian, 
and Russian Empires to control the strategic land bridge with its 
nationalist and independent-minded peoples. Theyaper money issued 
by Armenia in the 1917-1923 period, which recalled the natiorls 

heritage, is illustrated generously and accompanies the article to 
accent some of the salient features of the Armenian nation's cul- 


ture. YTN 
SARKISSIAN, H. Gerb and Gerbagitut! - Gbnp be tappwafuncfiyncy 
Coat of arms and Heraldry/, "Haykakan Sovetakan Hanragitaran" 


Vol. 3, Academy of Sciences of Armenian SSR, Yerevan, Armenia, 
U.S.S.R., 1977, pp. 27-29, illus. In Armenian. 


The author explains that a coat of arms is a heraldic device ex- 
pressing historical and political heritage. He lists the coat of 
arms of Armenian Artaxiads, Arsacids, Roupenians, etc. Later, he 
explains thet heraldry is an auxiliary branch of the science of 
history; the student of heraldry is related to genealogy, palegrs 
raphy, etc. YIN 
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SARKISSIAN, G. V. Bronovafa Moneta ArmYanskogo Tsarfa Artavasda IV - 
bpowsopaq MOHeTa apmaHckoro uapA ApTagasasa IV /The bronze coin 
of Armenia King Artavades IV/, "Numizmatika i Epigrafika", Vol. 
XTI (1978), pp. 7-9, illus. In Russian. 


The bronze coin of Artavasdes IV, 4-6 A.D., is discussed, which 
was recently discovered during routine work in the village of 
Dalar, Armenia, in 1965. The only bronze coin of this Armenian 
monarch, 20 mm and 6.65 gm, portrays the diademed head of Artavasd- 
es on the obverse and Augustus on the reverse. Additionally, the 
author presents a brief survey of the existing four silver coins 
of this king. 


SARKISSIAN, Henry. Mkhitlar Abbahor Dimapatkerov Hishatakayin 
Medalner - Ulupftup Uppwion nhvwywnalbupnd ypauinuyuy pu canuyubtp /Com- 
mem orative nA pee ah amen ed hows by eae luep 
Amsorya", Vienna, Vol. XC, No. 1-12 (Jan. - Dec. 1976), pp. 

73-88, illus. In Armenian. 


On the occasion of the tricentennial jubilee celebration of Mekhi- 
tar of Sebaste, a group of medallions, dedicated to his memory, 
are discussed extensively. The long list of medallions include the 
following: the bicentennial priesthood of Mekhitar Abbot, 1896, 
bronze, gold and silver plated; the bicentennial of the founding 
of the Mekhitarist Congregation, 1901, bronze, silver, gold, gold 
and silver plated; the bicentennial of Mekhitar Abbot's death, 
1949, bronze, gold and silver plated; the one hundred fiftieth an- 
niversary of Vienna Mekhitarists, 1961, bronze, gold and silver 
plated; the thirtieth anniversary of Lebanon Mekhitarist secondary 
school, 1967, bronze; souvenir medallions dedicated to the memory 
of Mekhitar Abbot, 1970; also individual and scholastic award 
medals. YIN 


SARKISSIAN, H, V. Mkhit! 


. lishatakayin Medalneré 
UppPupyut chuputint iyo RUG The scaonO aE TT 


arian Miabanut'ian 
12 Wun {W] ? i 


The author has delivered a paper concerning the commemorative med- 
allions of the Mekhitarist Congregation. For a period of one and 

a half centuries the Congregation issued numerous medals in Europe. 
These can be subdivided into academic, anniversary and commemora- 
tive medallions. During the past decades the Congregation issued 
commemorative medallions in large quantities encompassing a wide 
period: Artaxias I, Tigranes II, Mashtots', Khorenats'i, Abovian, 
Charents' and others. YTN 
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